DIALECT DATA PRACTICE FUN

This is a transcipt of someone using a Cockney dialect and accent.

I done all that. I built it. That cost me one hundred and fifty-eight pound. Well when we first come here it was a rock garden, come say about six foot to the window, just all a mass of rocks and rubble so what we done, I dug it back and we done the plans here. We looked out the window and thought do this, do that, you know, and as I dug it it just formed itself, you know. It’s er it holds it back and them two beds here are full of rocks. There’s about sort of a foot of earth in there but the rest of it’s all unbelievable. I mean I didn’t put no foundations down under them stones because it’s so solid. I just put sand down and put other things down on top of them and it’s just stayed there. It’s been down what four or five years, hasn’t moved.

a)
What features of the speaker’s language use differ from standard English?

b)
Using the transcript as a starting-point, explain why some people thing non-standard dialects are inferior to standard English.

